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Abstract

Inhalation or skin contact to isocyanates, polyurethane monomer, can sensitize and strongly affect humans
even if the concentration is very low. Monomer, prepolymer, and their suspended particles are toxic. Recently,
many kinds of isocyanates species have been utilized in numerous ways, such as for building houses or road sur-
faces, furniture and so on, resulting in the contamination caused by them to spread beyond the manufacturing fac-
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tories into residential areas. In Western countries, the effects of isocyanates on human health have been investi-
gated by numerous researchers in the last four decades. Specific analytical technology has been applied to those
researches on the behavior of isocyanates in the environment and their effects on the human body. Various types
of isocyanates, as vapors and/or aerosols, are released not only at the work of coating, but by depolymerization of
using polyurethane relating the moving conditions. Several types of instruments, for individual purposes, are
commercially developed to collect all types of isocyanates simultaneously, and those instruments are able to ana-
lyze amounts as dilute as a few hundred ppt of total isocyanate group (-NCO). Analytical investigations of isocya-
nates in the environment would prevent pollution-related illness caused by their spreading usage.

(Key words) isocyanates, inhalation toxicity, sensitivity, chemical analysis, community environment
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